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Pax M. BERTRAND DE MOLEVILLE 


A L'HON ORABLE 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


Londres , le 5* Fe evrier 1800. | 
Monsun, 


J AI vi ayec autant de peine que = de ſurpriſe 15 


dans le compte que les papiers publics ont 
1 rendu des debats du Parlement dans la ſeance 
du 3* de ce mois, que vous avez cite A 1 appui 


d'une aſſertion auſſi inexacte qu injurieuſe 3 a la 
me&moire de Louis XVI. Youvrage que Je viens 
de publier ſur la revolution de France. Cette 
erreur que Vous Wavez commiſe, ſans doute, 
. que parceque vous n aviez pas la le dhapitre 


qui precede celui qui vous avez cite, exiſte dans 
4 les phraſes ſuivantes de votre diſcours te] qu'i il 
A 2 


i 


0-4 1 
eſt rapport a le e Morning Chronicle du * 


de ce mois. F - 
44 2 ; | ; 
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On Myeroit en vain d aſfoiblir par de longs 


et ingenieur raiſonnemens Pevidence des preuves 
qui font entre les mains de tout le monde, et qui 


; demontrent ſans \ replique que / 'infortuns no- 
., narque {Louis XVI.) et Jes mungftres qu'il 


honoroit le plus particulierement de ſa conſiance 
 Ctoient entres en ntgociation avec les putſſanc ces 
ttrauger resy. non pour demembrer la France, 
mats pour la foumetrre et la con traindre par la 
force des armer d renoncer Q un Hime de 


| gouvernement au quel elle attachoit ſon bonbeur. 
Les, min! niſtres pewvent ile conteſter la realitt de 


ta declaration faite par P Empereur d Mantoue v 
P rerenden tile .nier Pexathi rude des de tails hi- 


toriques pulls d ce e ſujet me M. Bertrand * 
M Sue os 


| "Non ; Monfieur, je f þ nal jamais dit que 
Louis XVI. ait eu un ſeul inſtant le projet 
ni meme la penſce de coaliſer les. puiſfances 
Etrang? geres contre a France, pour Ta contraindre 


— 


x 3 IF 
par” a forte des armes, i renoncer à un ſyſ. 
teme de gouvernement auquel elle attachoĩt ſom 
Te bonheur. Ma main ſe ſeroit deſſechte plutot' _ - 

_ que-d'cerire une pareille impoſture! Daignez | 
prendre la peine de lire le chapitre 39* des 


Annales de la Revolution, vous y trouverex | 


les eren les plus detailles de ce fam 
meux plan plan propoſe par M. de Montmorin, bs | 
approuvẽ par le Roi, communique a PEmpe- | 
reur, et adopte par 8. M. J. qui en diſcuta 
quelques articles 3 Mantoue le 20 Mai 1998, - 
avec M. le Comte d' Artois. Le compte que 
Jen al rendu commence AI a la page 8“ du tome 8 
453 je me contenterai d'en citer ici la phraſe 185 
ſuivante: 4 | INES 2 R 


- 
- - 


„ M. te Menimorin qui entretenoit ſecrete 
«© ment une corre Pondance journaliere avec le 
Comte de Mercy, devoit le charger de la part 
.. du Noi, d inviter Þ Empereur d 2 former le plus 
= promptement Poſible UNE COALITION SI= | 

1 MULE'E avec P Empire, la Prufſe, ta Rute, 
** PEſpagne; ler Rois dee ee er * Sar- 
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ay dargne „ | pour. declarer MAIS NON 'POVUR - 
* FAIRE LA GUERRE A a France. 


Ce n'ttoit donc pas une coalition reelle, 


mais une coalition ſimulee qu'il 8 agifſoit de 


former, et l'objet de cette coalition n toit pas 
de faire la guerre à la France, mais de la lui 
declarer ; parceque cette declaration au moyen 


de toutes les meſures qui devojent Paccom- 


pagner et que j'ai detaillees dans ce chapitre 
ſuffiſoit- pour ancantir ſans la moindre effuſion 


de ſang la puiſſance des jacobins, pour delivrer 
la nation de leur tyrannie, pour la reintégrer dans 
ſes droits legitimes, en un mot, pour operer la 


contre-revolution la plus ſalutaire et la plus 
douce qu'on put deſirer. 

Conſiderez auſſi, je vous prie, Monſieur, 
a quelle e Epoque ce plan fut forme. Ce ne fut 


pas au mois de Juillet 1789, lorſque P Aſſem- 
blee Nationale et la municipalite de Paris ſe 
Partageoient les. debris de Vautorit6 royale 
qu'clles avoient renverſee;; ce ne fut point A 


la ſuite des attentats horribles qui les 5* et 6* 


Octobre ſuivant, menacerent les jours ad Roi 5 


15 „„ 


_ 


et de ſa famille; ce fut au mois de Mai 1791, 


ceſt à dire, i Pepoque od la ſureté des pro- 


priẽtẽs, od la liberté des opinions, des cultes 


des perſonnes Etoient impunëment violees dans 


tout le royaume, ot la France couverte de ca- 


lamités et de crimes par les manceuvres de la 


faction des jacobins, touchoit au moment de ¹ 


| diſſolution. l 


ng 
; 
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\ Voila la ne que en prevenir. ce 


Monarque trop debonnaire qui avoit comptẽ pour 


rien le ſacrifice de ſon pouvoir, de ſon autoritè, 


de toutes ſes jouiſſances, tant qu'il avoit eſpe pare. 


que ce facrifice pourroit contribuer I rendre la 


nation plus heureuſe. Helas | cette ambition 


; pretendue de la Maiſon. de Bourbon dont on 
parle encore par une vieille habitude, et avec 


tant d'exageration, Etoit bien loin du cœur de 


Louis XVI. j'affirme, ſur mon honneur, et 
je repeterai juſquà mon dernier ſoupir que je 


ne lui ai jamais connu d' autre ambition que 


celle de faire le bonheur des es Frangais, et d'&tre 


aime d'eux, 
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Tel e etoit 1 Roi qui nous avons pinky et 
dont u mort imprime au rom Frangais une 
tache que des ſièc les de repentir et de larmes 
ne ſauroient effacer. Perſonne n'a parle avec 


* 


5 plus d*Energie que vous, Monſieur, contre les 


monſtres execrables qui ont ofe. repandre un 
ſang auſſi pur au nom de la nation. Vous de- 
plorez comme nous la fatale deſtinee de cet 
inforrunt Monarque : puiſſe donc deformais 
votre voix Eloquente ne prononcer ſon nom 
auguſte que pour rendre hommage I ſes vertus 
ou pour confondre la calomnie qui voudroit les 
fletrir. En exprimant ce vœu je crois vous don- 
ner la preuve la moins é quivoque de la conſidè· 
ration diſtingube avec n j'ai Phongeur 
| d<tre, ON; fe SHU £147 
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IN Was with pain and furptiſe 1 85 ina 


Apt, Siven in one of the public papers, of 
the debate in the Houſe of Commons on 


Monday laſt, that the work 1 Have lately | 
Publiſhed on the French revel ution was quoted 
by you in Tuppart of an aſſertion, as inaccurate 
as it is injurious to the memory of Lowis XVI. 
This error, ues certainly could originate 
only from your not having read the chapter 
wbich precedes the one you have quoted, is in 
the following paſſage of your ſpeech, as pub 


liſhed the Morning C bronicle of the ath * this 


month: 


« It 2 be vain to ſet up 2 and i inge- - | 


10 nious reaſonings againſt the evidence of do- 
5 1 which are in every one 's hand, and 


* 
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« which demonſtrate beyond all refutation, 
that not only the unfortunate Monarch him- 
&« ſelf and his confidential adviſers had entered 
« into negotiations with foreign powers, not 
* partition France, but to dictate by force 
© of arms to France, and to compel them to 
«© depart from the ſyſtem which they thought 
by «, neceſſary | to their on intemal happineſs. 


BY Are Gentlemen prepared to deny the truth 
66 of the e declaration made by the Emperor at 


41 Mantua? Are Gentlemen prepared to deny 


«« the ſtory as it is related by M. - Bertrand de 


„ Moleville?” 


101 


No, Sir, 1 never faid att — XVI. had 


for a moment projected or eyen conceived the 


thought of a coalition of foreign powers againſt 
France, for the purpoſe, of compelling her by the 
force of arms to renounce a "ſyſtem of govern- 
ment wh ich ſhe deemed neceſſary to her happi⸗ 
neſs. Sooner ſhould my hand have withered on 


my body than I would have made it the inſtru- 


ment ,of- ſuch an impoſture. Have the good- 
neſs to take the trouble of reading the thirty- 


ninth chapter of the Annals of the Revolution, | 
and you will there finda very circumſtantial ac- 
count of the great plan propoſed by M. de 
Montmorin, approved by the King, commu- 
nicated te the Emperor and adopted by! his Im- 
perial Majeſty, who diſcuſſed ſome of the articles 
of it at Mantua, on the 20th of May 1791, 
Wh his Royal Highneſs the Count d'Artais. 


The.; account I "ak given wy it 8 
page 8 of the 4th volume. I ſhall content 
myſelf with ſtating here the following ſen- 

- cence; M. oe Montmorin, who ſecretly | 
by kept up a daily carreſpondence. with the ' 
Count de Mercy, was to commiſſion him, 
on the part of the King, to invitg the Em- 
hl peror to form, as ſoon as poſſible, a. feigned ; 
7 coalition. with the Empire, Pruſſia, Ruſſia, 
$6 Spain, and the Kings of Naples : and Sardi- 
nia, to declare but not to make aQual war 


5 againſt France.“ 5 | 


It 8 then a real offenſive coalition, but 
a * coalition, that was to ve Tere and 
r Ae 25 


4 LY 23/8 


the object of it, was not to wage war againſt 


France, but merely to make a declaration Fit; 
becauſe that declaration, by means of the mea- 
ſures with which it was. to be accompanied, 
and which 1 have detailed in the chapter to 
which I have referred you *, it was hoped 
would prove ſufficient to overturn, without 
bloodſhed, the power of the Jacobins, to de- 
liver the nation from their tyranny, to reſtore 
it to its legitimate rights, and, in ſhort, to 


effect a counter- reyolution of the moſt falutary 
| and of the mildeſt nature. 85 n 


Cs too, IS 1 beſeech you, the periad 5 


at which the plan was formed. It was not in 


the month of July 1789. when the National 


Aſſembly and the Municipality of Paris were 


dividing the wrecks of the royal authority, 
which they had ſubverted; nor was it imme- 


diately after the horrid outrages chat, an the 
5th and 6th of October following, chreatened 


the lives of the King and his family ; but it 
was in the month of May 1791, that i is to ſay, 


„The plan AF is annexed to this letter, 


3 ) 
at the period when property, the Re * 
thought, religion, and perſonal ſafety, were 
violated with impunity throughout the king- 
dom; when France, ſinking under . murders 
and calamities of every kind, produced by the | 
manceuvres of the Jacobin FR was at the 
poll of her diſſolution. | 
T bat, Sir, was the fad event, the averting 
of which lay neareſt the heart of our too gentle | 
Monarch, who deemed the facrifice of power, 
authority, and perſonal enjoyments nothing. 
co, it but contribute to the happineſs of the 
nation. Alas! the pretended ambition imputed 
to the Houſe of Bourbon, which is ſtill ſpoken _ 
of from an old habit and greatly exaggerated, | 
was unknown to the heart of Louis XVI. I 
affirm on my honour, and will repeat it with 
my laſt breath, that I never obſerved in him 


any other ambition than that of making the. 


French happy, and of being beloved by them. | 


' Such was the King * we W loſt, and 
whoſe death has thrown a ſtain upon the 


\ 
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French name, which ages of repentance and 


of tears cannot waſh away. Not any one, Sir, 
"or ſpoken with more energy than yourſelf 
againſt the execrable - monſters. Who, in the 
name of the nation, dared to ſpill blood, lo pure. 
Vou, as well as we, lament the fate of that 
unfortunate Monarch May you then, in fu- 
ture, when you have occafion to mention his 
auguſt e uſe your eloquence in rendering 
homage to bis virtues, or in ſhaming the ca- 
lumny that ſeeks to tarniſh them. The ex- 


preſſion of this wiſh is the moſt unequivocal 


proof I can give you of the diſtinguiſhed. con- 


ſideration, with which 1 have the done to 
be, e ee | 3.5 
Your moſt obedient, | 
And oſt bumble fervans,. 


* 3 


A. F. BERTRAND DE wo 


TRE PLAN 


Which was propoſed by 


DDE MONTMORIN, 


4 * 


' APPROVED BY. 
THE KINg 9 
AND ADOPTED r 


THE EM PER OR. 


— | 
"433 | | | 9 
by 


M. DE MONTMORIN 1 thought of 


another plan, much more wiſely combined in 


all its parts, and which, without hazarding 
the dignity of the King, or the ſafety of his 


perſon, by the i inconvenience and dangers of a | 


clandeſtine flight, preſented a certain proſpect 
of the-moſt gentle and ad vantageous counter- 
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revolution / that could reaſonably be- 4 | 
The plan was this: 


MM. 4 3 who ſecretly kept up a 
daily correſpondence with the Count de Mercy, 
was to commiſſion him, on the part of the 
King, to invite the Emperor to form, as ſoon 
as poſſible, a feigned coalition with the Empire, 
Pruſſia, Ruſſia, Spain, and the Kings of Na- 
ples and Sardinia, to declare, but not make, 
actual war againſt France. 


T bis coalition once formed, were to publiſh; a 
manifeſto, the chief grounds of which, pointed 
out in the plan, ſhould be the maintenance of 
the rights of the princes who had poſſeſſions 
in France, and the common intereſt of all the 
powers, to ſtop - a revolution, the principles 
and manceuvres of which tended to nothing 
leſs than the ſubverſion of all the governments | 
of Europe. 


"op * 
5 4 2 
5 4 4 


At he preciſe 4] in Ss this ib A 
was to be publiſhed, the Emperor, the Kings 
2 


e % N 

of Pruſſia, Spain, and Sardinia, were each to 
put his army in motion, and order it to ap- 
proach the frontiers of France, by ſhort 
| marches; under pretence of waiting the aſſem- 
bling the troops of the other powers, but, in 
fact, to give the King time to prepare the 
different meaſures in the interior, which were 


to concur in the ſucceſs of the plan. E 


Theſe dine conſiſted ente in ne. 


"Ju 


« 
* 
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glecting nothing to augment the King's po- 2 
pularity, and to undermine that pf all the 


factious; to endeavour Y by every. poſſible 


means, to influence the Aſſembly and the 


5 Galleries, the Municipality and the Sections, 
the Jacobin Club and the National Guard, | 
and to ſupport and carry the motions that 
| circurnſtances. ſhould require. A ſum of Ww 
millions, diſtributed with judgment, would ; 


have been ſufficient to ſecure theſe points; 75 


p for, except a very few fanatics, miſled by the | 
' revolutionary rage to a degree of madneſs, 


chere were hardly any of theſe pretended pure 
| | e : 


E 
patriots, who were not to be bought at their 
full value, that is to ſay, at a yay low e 


The ali 3f fo PF IR 4 prepa- 
ration for war, at a moment when the French 
army, deprived by emigration of its beſt of- 


flicers, was entirely diſorganized, muſt natu- 


rally excite a general ſentiment of diſcontent 


and terror, which it would be eaſy to turn 
entirely againſt the Aſſembly. The King alone, 


exempt from all reproach, worthy of all con- 


fidence, might, by means of negotiation, 


avert the ſcourge of war with which France 
ſhould ſeem threatened; or at leaft place the 
country in a ſituation to repulſs the enemy; 
and this he might effect by going in perſon to 


re-eſtabliſh» ſubordination in the- army, there 


calling upon all the emigrant officers to return 


to him. This wiſh was to be addreſſed to his 
| 1 
Majeſty, not only by a great many depart- 


ments, by the journaliſts, the clubs. the 
groups of the Palais-Royal, but alſo by the 


army itſelf ; and their petition being ſupported 


> 


(9) 
in the Aſſembly by all the members of the 
Cort-Droit, by a "conſiderable party of the 


 Cort-Gayche, and by the galleries, could not 
fail of being favourably received and granted. 


The King might then have ſet out without any 


obſtacle for Metz or Valenciennes, according 


to the poſition of the hoſtile armies. On his 
arrival, his Majeſty was to have publiſhed a 


proclamation, enjoining all the emigrants im- 
mediately to return into the kingdom, and 
commanding the Princes, officers, and all gen- 
tlemen able to bear arms, perſonally to attend 
dhe King in the town to be appointed, in order 
to join with his Majeſty i in the defence of the 
State, the whole, under pain of being deemed 


traitors to their King and country, and. of being 


proſecuted as ſuch. That theſe orders might 
be executed wi ithout delay, the Count d Artois 
was to be informed of the King's plan before- 
hand, by a confidential perſon. to be fixed 
i * by. M. 4 Montmorin. | | 


5 
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After theſe firſt operations, a new council 
was to be formed, and compoſed of miniſters 
4 5 0 3 
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choſen among perſons moſt difinguiſhed fur 


their knowledge, energy, and monarchical 


| pr inciples. o The King, attended by the Mar- 


quis de Boui/le, was to review his army, ſhow 


' himſelf every day to the foldiers, and inſpire 


their former loyalty, 'by often ſpeaking to 


them kindly and confidently. At the ſame 


time, his Majeſty was to negotiate with the 


b Emperor, obtain an armiſtice, ſummon the 
Aſſembly to Metz or Valenciennes, to conſult 
with them upon the demands of the powers, 


and concert the conditions of peace. 


The Queen, remaining at Paris, was to 
render herſelf popular by letters to the Em- 
peror and to the King of Naples, in order to 
ſeparate them from the coalition, and they 
were to be written in a manner to produce the 
moſt beneficial effect. N. de Montmorin was 


alſo to remain at Paris, to treat with the prin- 
cipal members of the Aſſembly, to preſerve the 
means of influence, and to direct them as oc- 


callon mi night require. 


n 


It was not to be preſ umed that the Aſſembly, | 


dis ſummoned by the King, would refuſe to 
attend his perſon; the populace, in that caſe, 


would have compelled them to go; and thou- 


ſands of addreſſes would have poured in from 
all parts to demand their diſſolution. Previous 


to their arrival, or to their being ſuperſeded by 


new deputies, appointed in the ſame manner 
as the former ones, that is to ſay, by the 


bailiwick aſſemblies, which the King might 
have convoked for that purpoſe, in compliance 


with the numerous petitions that might have 


been obtained from all the Provinces, his Ma- 
jeſty's Council, and that of the Emperor, 
might have concerted the conditions upon 


which the powers were to inſiſt. 


T beſe conditions, amongſt which was to 
be the diſarming and diſbanding of the national 


guard, were to be of ſuch a nature that the 
- King could not ſubſcribe to them without the 


conſent of the Aſſembly, nor the Aſſembly 
without conſulting the wiſhes of their conſti- 


tuents, that is to ſay, the bailiwick aſſemblies; 
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10 
che convocation of which, loudly demand nanded by 

the people, by the army, and by innumerable 
| een , would an inevitable. 


* 


* Theſe n colttrived-ts be TOON 
on the ſame day throughout the kingdom, , were 
to be conſulted not only reſpecting the de- 
mands of the different powers, but reſpecting 
the plan of a declaration drawn up according 
to the deſires contained in the majority of the 
inſtructions to the deputies, and which was no 
more than a ſummary of the ancient monar- 
chical £ government, cleared from all its abuſes, 
and improved on principles the moſt prudent 
and the moſt proper to ſecure * e of 
the French conſtitution. | 


- 


| This declaration, fulfilling all wiſhes, and 
realizing all hopes, except thoſe of the factious 
and brigands, could not fail to be every where 

received with the moſt unanimous tranſports 
of joy. The bailiwick aſſemblies were to di- 
rect their repreſentatives to preſent the King 
with the homage of the general gratitude; 


1 „ 


©? 23 9 
and vote ano the taxes neceſſary for : 
the wants of the State, according. to his Mas = 


0 s deſire. 


Thus SRI dere Re 11 8 an | ou to the 
 Aﬀeembly, the revolution, civil commotions, | 
"and war. with the powers of Europe. The i, 
King. after having ſettled the conditions f 
peace with them, was to ſet off for the capital 
there would he arrive in the midſt of univerſal 
acclamati ions of joy, love, and happineſs, and 
find, at laſt, bis good city of Paris, thoſe 
"ab Frenchmen of old times, that good peo- 
ple who idolized their Kings. ( Annals of the _ 
French Revolution, vol. iv. P. 8, and follow- wg 
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THE END. 
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